
 
2018 Annual Fall Seminar 

Thursday, October 4 and Friday, October 5, 2018 
Wakonda Club, 3915 Fleur Drive, Des Moines, IA 50321 

(6 hours, includes 1 hour of Ethics - Iowa CLE Approved:  Activity Number 303315) 
 
 
Once again, the Academy is hosting an advanced seminar for Mediators/Arbitrators and for this year, we are lucky to have Dick Calkins as 
our leader for this top-notch event.  Dick has a long history with the AAAA and will be sharing his insights on the psychology of mediation 
as well as, providing tips and instruction in the more advanced closing techniques.  Past seminars of the Academy have always been well 
received by those who attend, and we are expecting that again.   EJ Kelly, Hopkins & Huebner, P.C., Des Moines – President AAAA 
 
 
Thursday, October 4, 2018 
• 6:00 – 7:00pm The Academy is hosting a Nightcap and Networking hour at Wakonda for those coming in on Thursday.  If you plan 

to attend our Nightcap and Networking, please be sure to select that free ticket when registering so we can have a count of those attending. 
 

Friday, October 5, 2018 
• 8:00 – 9:00am AAAA Board Meeting 
• 9:00 – 9:30am Check in and Networking.  Light continental breakfast of pastries and mini muffins will be provided. 
• 9:30 – 12:30pm “Advanced Closing Techniques and the Practical Psychology of Mediation” with Richard Calkins 

o Introduction – Primary Considerations 
o Closing Techniques – Standard Closing Techniques, Closing Techniques Based on Fear or Concern, Handling the 

Difficult Lawyer 
o Psychological Profiles of the Mediator, Parties and of Counsel 

• 12:30 – 1:30pm Luncheon and Annual Member Meeting (choice of plated lunch please make your selection when registering) 
• 1:30 – 3:30pm Advanced Closing Techniques and the Practical Psychology of Mediation with Richard Calkins continued... 
• 3:30-4:30pm  “At the Table – Practical Ethics for Mediation” – This interactive panel will feature a discussion of thorny ethical 

issues that arise during mediation. 
 

Richard M. Calkins attended Dartmouth College and Northwestern University Law School, where he received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1953 and his Doctor of Jurisprudence in 1959. In the latter institution, he was on the Law Review Board and graduated Order 
of the Coif.  From 1959-1961 he was law clerk to Judge Elmer J. Schnackenberg, 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago. In 1961, he 
joined the Chicago law firm of Chadwell, Keck, Kayser, Ruggles and McLaren, where he became a partner. In 1969 he was a founding 
partner of Burditt and Calkins in Chicago.  In 1980, Calkins was appointed Dean of the Drake University Law School where he served 
until 1988, and has been an adjunct law professor since that time.  In 1985, Calkins established the first national intercollegiate mock 
trial competition (now known as the American Mock Trial Association) to teach college students about the American adversarial 
system. Approximately 600 teams from over 400 universities and colleges compete annually in these tournaments.  In 1988, while also 
teaching at Drake Law School, he joined Zarley, McKee, Thomte, Voorhees & Sease law firm as partner (1988-1993). In 1993, he 
established his own law firm practicing primarily antitrust law.  In 1995, Calkins went into the full-time practice of mediation and 

arbitration. Since 1996 he has trained over 1000 lawyers and 1300 law and undergraduate students and conducted over 2100 mediations.  In 1999, Calkins 
established the National Intercollegiate Mediation tournament for undergraduate students. The following year he established the International Law School 
Mediation Competition that now has participants from 46 countries on six continents.  Positions held by Mr. Calkins include:  President of the American Mock 
Trial Association from 1984-2004; President of the Blackstone Inn of Court from 1992-94; President of the American Academy of ADR Attorneys from 1999-
00; President of the International Academy of Dispute Resolution from 2014-2016. 
 

 
REGISTER: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-aaaa-annual-fall-seminar-registration-registration-47901985127 by September 30, 2018 

 
$325 AAAA Member * $375 Non-member 

Includes one drink on Thursday, Friday continental breakfast and plated lunch.  $50 late fee applied and no refunds after September 30, 2018.  Pay by credit 
card or to pay by check select “show other payment options” below the “Order Now” button.  For those who need sleeping rooms we suggest DoubleTree by 
Hilton which is conveniently located off the Hwy 5 by pass and just south of the Wakonda Club at 6800 Fleur Drive, Des Moines, IA 50321.  While there 
enjoying your stay, be sure to check out Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse for breakfast, lunch, dinner or drinks.  To reserve your room, call 515-285-7777. 
 
 
The AAAA Annual Seminar is my favorite CLE of the year.  The program itself is always informative, and the opportunity to network and 
share ideas with other experienced ADR professionals is equally as beneficial to my professional growth.  Amy Van Horne, Kutak Rock LLP, 
Omaha – 2017 Seminar attendee 


